2009 H1N1, seasonal H1N1, or H3N2 viruses in the ProFlu ST assay were determined to be the same subtype in the ProFAST assay (Table) . We also used the ProFAST assay to test 24 specimens from the 2009-2010 influenza season which were positive for influenza A virus in the ProFluϩ test but which did not give a detectable subtype in the ProFlu ST test. These same specimens were tested by the state public health laboratory using PCR reagents and protocols provided by the CDC (2). All 24 of these samples were positive for 2009 H1N1 using the CDC panels. More than half (14/24) were positive for 2009 H1N1 in the ProFAST assay (Table 1 ). There was no clear difference between the specimen types of the 27 samples that were subtyped with the ProFlu ST test (16 nasopharyngeal swabs, 6 nasopharyngeal aspirates, 4 nasopharyngeal washes, and 1 sputum sample) and the 24 that were not (16 nasopharyngeal swabs, 4 nasopharyngeal aspirates, 2 sputa, 1 nasopharyngeal wash, and 1 endotracheal tube aspirate sample). Our data support implementation of the new ProFAST subtyping test in our algorithm to significantly reduce the number of influenza virus specimens that are refractory to subtyping.
